T 

i-v 


* J 


A N 


ESSAY 

ON  THE 

CHARACTER  and  CONDUCT 


HIS  EXCELLENCY 

Lord  Vifc.  TOWNSHEND, 

Lord  Lieutenant  General,  and  General 
Governor  of  Ireland , See.  &c.  &c. 


Printed  in  the  Year  1771. 


33  mv  imeo1 


V' 


73  f:.7 

177/* 


. a 


• r ' i 
w...i  : 


X A,.  aV  iA  Ai 


A N 


ESSAY 

ON  THE 

CHARACTER  and  CONDUCT 

■ S\  ' . (n 

p F 

HIS  EXCELLENCY 

Lord  Vifc.  TO JVN SHE ND . 


■I  f 


IT  has  been  obferved  long  ago  that  to  be  re- 
proached and  defamed  is  a tax  that  every  man 
muft  pay,  for  being  eminent ; eminence  of  what- 
ever kind  naturally  produces  envy,  and  envy  without 
any  oppofition  of  intereft,  without  any  profpeft  of  ad- 
vantage, except  the  gratification  of  its  own  malig- 
nity, is  always  bufy  in  the  profecution  of  its  object : 
But  the  fame  merit  that  excites  envy  to  defamation, 
naturally  renders  it  difficult,  by  fecuring  the  tefti- 
mony  of  truth  in  its  favour,  envy  therefore  of  ne- 
ceffity  muft  have  recourfe  to  falihood,  and  before 
(he  can  impute  faults  muft  make  them  ; what  then 
is  to  be  expected  when  great  qualities  are  found  in 
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a high  ftation  ? When  befides  the  perfonal  merit 
which  provokes  envy,  there  is  a public  character 
which  alarms  faction,  and  a public  fpirit  which  dif- 
appoints  felf-intereft  : We  muft'  then  expeft  that 
every  principle  of  oppofition  and  malignity  will  unite 
in  a common  caufe,  and  propagate  every  calumny 
to  which  cunning  can  for  a moment  give  the  colour 
of  truth. 

To  reproach  and  defame  a Chief  Governor  of 
Ireland^  is,  indeed,  as  much  a matter  of  courfe,  as 
giving  him  hit  title,  and  therefore  cannot  be  any  evi- 
dence of  uemerit.  We  have  had  within  a few  years, 
a great  number  of  Chief  Governors,  but  one  of 
whom  efcaped  reproach  y his  reign  was  but  fhort ; 
had  he  returned  again  to  this  country,  he  would 
probably  have  met  with  the  fame  fate  as  the 
reft  of  his. Brethren.  Many  of  our  Chief  Governors 
when  they  were  appointed  had  diftinguifhed  them- 
felves  equally  for  public  and  private  virtue  ; fome 
had  eftablifhed  a reputation  for  ability  and  integrity 
in  the  firft  departments  of  ftate,  and  for  every  quality 
and  difpofTtibn  that,  in  private  life,  can  conciliate 
affection  and  efteem  ; yet  the  fatal  office  of  Viceroy 
in  thiskingdgm,  changed  their  whole  nature,  fo  that 
not  a jingle  principle  of  truth,  honour  or  public 
fpirit  remained  : Their  ability  was  wholly  deftroyed, 
or  converted  into  low  cunning,  their  publick  fpirit, 
was  abfoibed  in  felf-intereft ; their  truth  and  honour 
gave  way.  to  falfe  pretences,  and  abjedt  fervility, 
and  as,  the  implicit  tools  of  iniquitous  power,  they 
facrificed  the  public  weal  to  private  intereft,  en- 
croached upon  the  liberty  of  the  fubjedf,  difappointed 
merit  by  prcrnifes  which  they  never  intended  to  keep, 
and  diffip^ted  the  public  money  in  gratuitiesto  theirde- 
pendants,  the  bafeft  and  vileft  of  men.  In,  confequence 
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of  thefe  vices,  with  which  they  were  contaminated  by 
a delegation  of  Royalty,  they  were  reviled  in  the 
publick  papers,  received  wherever  they  appeared, 
with  groans  and  hiftes,  and  fome  of  them  with  dif- 
ficulty efcaped  out  of  the  country  alive  : Thofe  who 
have  not  a fufficient  flock  of  credulity  to  believe  that 
the  fame  ad  which  delegates  Royalty,  necelfarily 
eradicates  virtue,  muft  confider  this  indifcri- 
minate  abufe  of  our  Chief  Governors,  as  equally 
foolifh  and  wicked,  and  indeed  it  is  more  to  be 
regretted  by  the  Patriot  than  the  Courtier,  becaufe 
juft  cenfures  againft  a bad  Magiftrate  muft  lofe  their 
weight,  when  no  Magiftrate  however  worthy  can 
efcape  flander.  It' may  perhaps  be  fuggefted  that 
all  human  virtue  will  give  way  before  certain  de- 
grees of  temptation,  and  that  the  temptations  with 
which  a Lord  Lieutenant  of  this  country  is  aflailed, 
are  fuch,  as  no  human  virtue  can  refift  ; but  even 
if  this  was  the  cafe,  our  Lord  Lieutenants  would  not 
lofe  their  virtue,  until  they  actually  came  into  office, 
whereas  in  two  inftances,  the  very  appointment  con- 
verted honeft  men  into  knaves,  or  drew  the  odium 
of  knaves  upon  honeft  men.  Two  Noblemen  were 
nominated  who  never  came  over,  one  of  them  had 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  great  fpirit  and  abilities  in 
a foreign  negociation,  at  a very  critical  jundure, 
and  was  univerfally  beloved  for  his  private  and  domef- 
tic  virtues  at  home  : The  other  has  held  a very  con- 
fiderable  office  without  the  leaft  impeachment  of  his 
character,  and  acquired  great  honour  by  the  noble 
difmtereftednefs  with  which  he  gave  it  up  : But  the 
moment  thefe  noblemen  were  appointed  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  Royal  authority  on  this  fide  of  the  water, 
they  were  reviled  and  traduced  with  as  much  viru- 
lence, as  if  they  had  adually,  by  the  meaneft 
artifices,  carried  the  mcft  deftrudive  meafures  into 
execution. 
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The  defence  of  Lord  7’owfijbend,  however,  muff 
by  no  means  be  refted  upon  the  incredibility  of  thofe 
who  have  brought  railing  accufation  againft  Jiim.” 
No  Chief  Governor  ever  appeared  to  have  the  welfare 
of  this  country  more  at  heart  by  the  general  tenor 
of  his  conduct,  nor  can  any  Adminiftration  be  re- 
membered in  which  fo  many  ads  paffed  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the  conftitution,  the  defence  of  the  country, 
and  the  fecurity  of  publick  money  from  wafte  and 
diffipation.  It  is  abfolutely  effential  to  the  nature 
of  all  Government  that  it  fhould  peiform  fome  ads 
which  are  difagreeable  to  individuals,  for  if  this 
wrere  not  the  cafe.  Government  would  not  be  necef- 
l'ary.  The  expediency  of  Government,  like  that 
of  Medicine,  arifes  from  the  imperfedion  of  human 
nature,  and  it  may  as  reafonably  be  expeded  that 
Medicine  fhould  be  pleafant,  as  that  Government 
fhould  be  admin  iftered  without  offence  : Govern- 
ment can  only  chufe  the  leaft  of  two  evils,  it  can 
remove  a gangrened  member  of  fociety  to  fave  the 
body,  it  can  levy  a tax  to  preferve  the  ft  ate  ; Lord 
TownJhencT s difpcfition  is  fo  well  known  that  when 
in  his  publick  capacity  he  is  obliged  to  produce  a 
particular  inconvenience  for  a general  good,  every 
body  muff  admit  that  he  regrets  the  means  though 
he  approves  the  end,  and  that  even  for  the  end  he  is 
not  always  anfwerable,  being  in  many  cafes  officially, 
under  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  obeying  a fuperior 
power. 

I received  perfonal  civilities  from  Lord  Towfif- 
bend  when  I was  a ftranger  in  a very  diftant 
country,  which  I fhall  never  forget  •,  I mention  this 
as  an  inftance  of  the  generous  philantropy  of  his 
nature  : if  any  one  fhall  be  difpoled  to  infmuate 
that  upon  this  account  1 write  under  the  influence 
of  a partiality  that  renders  me  unworthy  of  credit, 
1 reply,  that  what  I advance  dees  not  depend  upon 

my 
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my  teftimony  ; it  confifts  of  fads  which  cannot  be 
controverted,  and  conclusions  that  follow  as  neceflarily 
as  the  production  of  four,  by  the  addition  of  two  to 
two.  “ The  tree  is  known  by  its  fruit,”  and  toafcer- 
tain  Lord  'Tow  njh  end's  character,  I fhall  briefly  re- 
late the  principal  tranfaCtions  of  his  life.’ 

The  paflions  which  men  generally  deviate  from 
virtue  to  gratify,  are  ambition,  the  love  of  pleafure, 
or  the  love  of  money  : Men  alSo  Sometimes  do  wrong 
from  the  mere  want  of  fortitude  to  do  right.  But 
it  will  appear  that  Lord  Townjhend' s conduCt  has  been. 
direCtly  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  thefe  paflions, 
and  this  weaknefs  ; fo  that  either  he  has  aCted  from 
motives,  from  which  no  mortal  ever  aCted  before,  or 
he  has  aCted  without  motives,  or  he  is  a good  man,  he 
was  born  to  a great  eftate,  and  a peerage  of  England , 
and  he  was  educated  at  Cambridge , when  his  father 
distinguished  himfelf  in  the  firSl  departments  of 
ftate,  and  had  clofe  alliances  with  perfons  in  the 
higheft  power  : He  (hewed  abilities  which  gave  him 
a claim  to  the  advantages  which  his  birth  and  alli- 
ances fet  within  his  reach,  and  qualified  him  for  the 
fame  civil  employments  which  his  ancestors  had  en- 
joyed, yet  a Spirit  of  enterprise,  and  a paflion  for 
military  honour,  Surmounted  every  consideration 
of  eafe,  interest  and  Security,  and  he  went  into  the 
army. 

He  Served  with  great  distinction  in  every  cam- 
paign in  Germany , under  the  eye  of  the  late  Duke 
of  Cumberland , whofe  very  rigid  discipline 

greatly  increaSed  the  restraints  and  fatigues  of  a 
military  life.  But  the  Same  Spirit  that  attached  him 
to  the  army,  diSengaged  him  from  it,  when  a parti- 
ality to  favourites,  for  which  the  Duke  was  remark- 
able, precluded  the  claim  of  merit ; and  being  con- 
scious 
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(clous  that  he  had  been  injured,  he  (corned  to  con-' 
tinue  in  a fituation  in  which  the  injury  mi 
repeated. 

When  a military  character  no  longer  rendered 
him  fubordinate  to  the  perfon  who  had  done  him 
wrong,  he  refumed  it  again  ; and  when  the  lad  war 
called  for  his  fervice,  he  chofe  to  perform  that  which 
was  attended  with  the  greatefl  danger  and  the  lead 
profit : He  went  third  in  command  to  America,  a 
country  where  war  had  more  horror  and  more  rifle 
than  in  any  other,  and  added  under  General  Wolfe, 
whofe  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Newcajlle , dated  Septem- 
ber the  ad,  1759.  bears  mod  ample  and  indubitable 
tedimony  in  his  favour,  and  as  General  Wolfe's  en- 
terprising fpirit  could  not  but  place  him  in  fituations 
of  the  greated  difficulty  and  danger : He  was  ac- 
cordingly one  of  thofe  Generals  who  was  appointed 
to  command  a brigade,  and  to  attack  one  of  the 
mod  difficult  pods  at  the  defperate  attack  of  Mount- 
morency , and  conducted  himfelf  at  that  mod  cri- 
tical juncture,  with  a prudence  and  magnanimity 
which  have  rarely  been  united. 

At  the  redu&ion  of  Quebec  he  difplayed  the 
fame  qualities  in  a crifis  of  yet  more  importance, 
juft  as  the  fcale  of  victory  was  turning  in  our  favour. 
General  Wolfe  fell  mortally  wounded,  and  General 
Monkton  who  fucceeded  him  receiving  a fhot  in  his 
bread  immediately  after,  was  carried  out  of  the  lines, 
an  event  which  has  been  often  known  to  change  the 
form  e of  the  day,  by  fpreading  fudden  difeou- 
rag.  ment  and  confufion  through  a conquering  army. 
To  be  called  in  a moment  to  the  command  of  troops 
in  fuch  a fituation,  to  dand  in  the  place,  and  per- 
form the  duty  of  two  fuch  perfons,  who  had  within  a 
very  Short  time  been  dretched  upon  the  field,  by 
markfmen  who  had  been  properly  poded  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  was  a fevere  ted  both  of  courage  and  ability,  to 
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which  however  Lord  T ownjhend  fhewed  himfelf  equah 
He  flew  to  his  new  port,  the  centre,  recovered  the 
troops  from  a confufion  which  had  already  taken 
place,  pufhed  on  every  advantage  which  had  already 
been  gained,  repreffed  a new  enemy,  Bmirganville , 
(who  having  been  deceived  by  a feint,  had  now  re- 
turned with  two  thoufand  men)  and  rendered  the 
victory  compleat.  He  negociated  a capitulation 
with  as  much  ability  as  he  had  commanded  the 
troops,  and  under  his  aufpices,  Canada  became  an 
appendage  to  the  Britijb  empire. 

After  the  difficulty,  the  danger,  and  honour  of 
thefe  German  and  American  campaigns,  I believe  it  will 
generally  be  allowed  that  his  going  with  our  auxiliaries 
to  Lijbon  was  a work  of  fupererogation,  in  every  light, 
except  as  a new  fervice  to  his  country.  He  wras  to 
fierve  in 'conjunction  with  troops  that  were  more  de- 
ficient with  refpedt  to  their  complement,  their  arms, 
and  their  difcipline,  than  any  other  in  Europe,  in  a 
country  which  poverty  has  rendered  defolate,  where 
the  roads  are  fcarce  paflable,  and  where  even  a tra- 
veller finds  it  difficult  to  get  food  for  himfelf,  two 
mules  and  a fervant : Yet  no  family  attachment, 
no  endearment  that  unites  eafe  with  honour,  and 
virtue  with  the  pleafures  of  life,  could  keep  him 
in  his  native  country,  but  under  all  thefe  difadvanta- 
ges  he  ferved  with  diftindtion  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

If  this  man  had  a favourite  paffion,  its  objedt 
may  reafonably  be  fuppafed  to  be  the  army,  in  which 
he  had  arrived  at  high  rank  and  appointments ; yet 
he  facrificed  even  that,  when  he  thought  it  came  in 
competition  with  the  general  good,  and  he  warmly 
adopted  a projedt  which  he  knew  muff  greatly  leffen 
the  importance  of  regular  troops,  and  exerted  all 
his  intereft  for  the  eftablifhment  of  a Militia,  which 
in  his  opinion,  whether  erroneous  or  not,  was  an 
elegible  meafure. 
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This  is  the  man  who  has  been  reviled  and  in- 
fulted,  as  deftitute  of  generous  principles,  as  the 
tame  and  implicit  tool  of  craft  and  tyranny,  hired 
by  the  pay^that  is  to  gratify  luxury  and  doth  ! This 
is  the  man  at  whom  the  rabble  has  been  taught  to 
hoot  and  bellow  ! This  is  the  man  who  was  challen- 
ged to  fight,  by  an  honeft  though  old  “ more’s,  the 
pity,  his  white  hairs  witnefs  it feeble  City  Patriot, 
growling  over  his  cuftard,  at  a Lord  Mayor’s  feaft ! 

But  let  us  now  confider  him  in  the  fituation  that 
has  expofed  him  to  infults  fo  ridiculous  and  abfurd. 

It  is  to  be  prefumed  that  in  defiring  to  be  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  there  is  nothing  criminal,  and 
I think  after  univerfal  experience,  it  cannot  be  denied 
to  be  a poll  of  danger.  If  reputation  is  dearer  than 
life,  more  is  rifked  in  the  Caftle  of  Dublin , than  be- 
fore the  walls  of  Quebec.  Lord  1‘ownjhend  however, 
though  he  had  often  rifked  his  life  to  obtain  honour 
in  the  field,  ventured  to  rifk  what  he  fo  highly  prized, 
and  had  fo  dearly  bought  at  the  Caftle.  When  he 
received  the  appointment,  he  had  indeed  a profpedt 
of  all  the  fupport,  which  the  almoft  miraculous  abi- 
lities of  his  brother  Charles , then  about  to  be  placed 
at  the  head  of  affairs,  could  afford  him,  but  in  this 
he  was  moft  unhappily  difappointed  : His  brother  died» 
and  though  from  his  fituation  he  felt  this  ftroke  very 
feyerely,  he  felt  it  ftill  more  from  his  affedticn : It 
impaired  his  health,  but  it  did  not  difpirit  him  in- 
his  duty. 

He  turned  his  attention  to  the  advantage  of  this 
country  even  before  he  came  into  it,  and  had  formed 
the  plan  of  a bill  for  rendering  the  Judges  of  Ireland 

independent 


C 11  ] 

independent  upon  the  Crown.  When  he  came  over 
he  exerted  himfelf  with  the  greateft  zeal  to  get  it 
paffed  into  a law,  and  it  gave  him  the  greateft  con- 
cern when  by  fome  unaccountable  mifmanagement 
it  mifcarried. 

The  next  publick  meafure  which  he  adopted  was 
the  palling  a bill  to  tax  Abfentees,  Penfioners,  and 
Placemen  ; in  this  he  fucceeded,  and  in  fome  degree 
remedied  an  evil,  of  which  the  voice  of  the  whole 
nation  had  complained  to  all  his  predecefibrs  in  vain  : 
in  this  there  was  the  more  merit,  as  the  interefl  of 
many  of  his  EngliJh  friends  and  acquaintance  lay 
on  the  other  fide. 

A Bill  for  the  limitation  of  Parliaments  here,  had 
many  times  palfed  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  a very 
great  majority,  as  a meafure  eflentially  neceffary  to 
fupply  a very  dangerous  defedt  in  the  Conftitution, 
which  might  fome  time  or  other  entirely  deftroy  it. 
It  had  been  petitioned  for  by  moft  of  the  confider- 
able  Towns  and  Boroughs,  and  the  greateft  part  of 
the  Houfe,  with  the  Speaker  at  their  head,  had 
waited  upon  many  of  Lord  I’ownjbend' s predecefibrs, 
entreating  that  they  would  recommend  the  Bill  to 
be  paffed  into  a lav/.  All  however  had  proved  inef- 
fectual till  he  came  over,  but  as  foon  as  the  fame 
application  was  made  to  him,  he  zealoufly  adopted 
the  meafure,  and  reprefented  the  Bill  in  fo  favour- 
able a light  on  the  other  fide  of  the  water,  that  it 
came  over  paffed,  and  the  Conftitution  of  Ireland 
became  fixed  upon  a firm  and  permanent  founda- 
tion. “ For  which  of  thefe  good  deeds  would  the 
enemies  of  Lord  Townftend  ftone  him  ?” 

But  it  is  objefted  againft  him  that  he  laboured  tr» 
effedt  an  augmentation  of  the  army  ; that  he  took 
the  part  of  Royal  Prerogative  againft  Popular  Li- 
berty 
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berry  in  the  affair  of  the  Money  Bill ; that  he  pro- 
rogued the  Parliament,  and  difmifled  many  of  the 
King’s  Servants  from  their  places,  and  many  of  the 
Council  from  the  Board,  and  that  he  refufed  to 
comply  with  a Memorial  prefented  to  him  in  the 
behalf  of  Manufacturers,  who  were  ftarving  for 
want  of  employment.  Thefe  charges  I fhall  con- 
fider  feparately,  and  though  I defpair  of  convin- 
cing preiudice  or  filencing  faction,  I am  confident 
that  in  the  brenft  of  common  fenfe,  and  common 
honeftv,  I fhall  not  leave  a fingle  thought  to  our 
Chief  Governor’s  difadvantage. 

The  expediency  of  an  Augmentation  of  the  Ar- 
my has  been  fhewn  in  a Pamphlet  publifhed  the 
other  day  on  that  fubjeCt,  and  to  that  Pamphlet  I 
muff:  refer  fora  general  defence  of  Lord  Townjhend , 
in  adopting  the  meafure  ; I fhall  here  only  con- 
fider  fome  circumftances  relative  to  the  oppofition 
that  was  mifed  againft  it,  when  it  was  firft  propofed, 
and  his  conduct  in  the  fupport  of  it.  It  was  propofed 
at  the  requifition  of  the  Miniftry  in  England , during 
the  latter  part  of  the  firft  Seflions  of  Parliament  after 
the  commencement  of  Lord  Eownjbend' s Govern- 
ment, upon  the  eve  of  a general  election,  inconfe- 
quence  of  the  OCtennial  Bill,  and  it  was  oppofed, 
not  from  a conviction  that  it  was  pernicious  or  inexy 
pedient,  but  merely  from  motives  of  private  intereft  : 
as  it  was  a minifterial  meafure,  thofe  who  had  an 
intercfl  to  fupport  in  the  general  election,  on  what  is 
called  tire  Country  Side,  were  afraid  that  if  they 
adopted  it,  they  fhould  be  confidered  as  having  de- 
ferted  their  party,  and  lofe  their  election ; from 
this  principle  alone  they  fet  themfelves  againft  it,  and 
toencreafe  their  merit  with  their  Conftituents,  ufed 
all  their  art  to  aggravate  the  fttppofed  mifehief, 
which  their  publick  fpirit  had  prevented,  a?.d  on  the 

contrary 
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contrary  thofe  who  had  great  property  and  influence 
in  Ireland,  who  were  in  the  Cabinet,  and  had  great 
employments  about  the  Court,  being  convinced 
that  it  muft  of  neceflity  be  foon  carried  into  exe- 
cution, neglected  to  fupport  the  meafure  which  they 
had  propofed,  and  fcarce  fent  over  a fingie  Member 
from  England  to  vote  for  it,  nor  exerted  any  influ- 
ence over  thofe  that  were  here.  Things  being  in  this 
ftate,  it  was  fuggefled  to  Lord  Lownfhend  to  bring 
over  a fet  of  men  into  this  meafure,  by  beftowing 
upon  them  publick  emoluments,  but  this  propofal 
he  rejected  with  a fpirit  and  integrity  that  muft  ever 
be  remembered  to  his  honour  : he  had  adopted  the 
meafure  he  faid,  becaufe  he  thought  it  a good  one, 
but  he  would  never  bribe  either  thofe  who  approved, 
or  thofe  who  condemned  it,  to  concur  in  carrying 
it  into  execution  ; and  it  muft  be  remembered  that 
the  bill,  notwithftanding  the  interefted  oppofition  on 
one  hand,  and  the  fupine  negligence  of  thofe  in 
power  in  England,  on  the  other,  was  loft  only  by 
two  voices  in  a very  full  Houfe. 

It  was  foon  after  refolved  that  there  fhould  be  n& 
more  Lords  Juflices,  and  Lord  Lownjhend  confented 
to  continue  here  a refident  Lord  Lieutenant,  which 
confidering  his  known  contempt  of  money,  his  con- 
nexions on  the  other  fide  of  the  water,  and  the 
fhort  time  in  which  the  parade  of  ftate  lofes  its 
power  even  to  gratify  vanity  itfelf,  by  becoming  fa- 
miliar, cannot  be  fuppofed  to  arife  from  a felfifti 
view ; but  rather  from  an  ambition  of  being  always 
employed  in  the  fervice  of  his  Country. 

As  a farther  proof  that  the  Augmentation  of  the 
Army  was  a good  meafure,  even  in  the  opinion  of 
thofe  who  had  oppofed  it,  I muft  obferve,  that  when 
it  was  again  propofed  after  the  general  election,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  laft  Seflions,  it  was  carried  by  a very 
great  majority. 
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But  if  the  Bill  in  general  was  beneficial  to  this 
country,  as  conceived  by  the  Englijb  Miniftry,  it  be- 
came much  more  fo  by  the  prudent  attention  of 
our  Chief  Governor;  he  took  care  to  reftrain  the  ex- 
cefs  of  the  Staff,  and  to  flipulate  with  his  Majefty, 
that  twelve  thoufcnd  of  the  troops  in  queftion  fhould 
always  be  refident  in  the  country. 

As  honefl  men  a£l  upon  immutable  principles, 
their  condudt  is  uniform,  but  knaves  who  dare  not 
avow  their  real  motives,  are  betrayed  into  perpetual 
abfurdity  and  inconfiftence  by  falfe  pretences,  fo  upon 
this  occalion  the  fame  faction  which  had  before  railed 
at  Lord  Eownjbendy  for  taking  part  with  the  Crown 
againft  the  People,  now  railed  at  him  for  taking  part 
with  the  People  againft  the  Crown,  and  bellowed  as 
loud  againft  the  ftipulation,  as  derogatory  to  the 
honour  of  Majefty,  as  they  had  before  againft  the 
meafure  itfelf,  as  contrary  to  the  intereft  of  the  na- 
tion. If  there  are  any  who  in  the  fimplicity  of  their 
zeal  for  the  rights  of  monarchy,  are  the  dupes  of 
this  artifice,  it  is  fit  they  fhould  be  told,  that  ftipu- 
lations  between  the  Sovereign  and  the  fubjedf,  are  at 
once  the  honour  and  happinefs  of  this  country  ; that 
from  thefe,  and  thefe  only,  we  derive  the  ineftima- 
ble  advantages  which  diftinguifh  us  from  all  other 
cations  upon  earth,  and  that  he  who  contends  for  im- 
plicit confidence  as  a compliment  to  the  Sovereign,  is 
an  advocate  for  that  furrender  of  natural  right, 
which  has  degraded  men  into  flaves,  throughout  al- 
moft  every  other  part  of  the  globe.  There  are  in- 
deed ftipulations,  which  injure  and  difhonour  both 
the  King  and  the  People;  ftipulations  with  felfijb  in- 
dividuals for  the  fupport  of  publick  meafures,  and 
to  thefe,  as  1 have  before  pbferved,  Lord  Eown- 
Jbend  difdained  to  fubmit. 


Ok 
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Oh  occafion  of  rejedting  the  Money  Bill,  the  fame 
fadtion  which  had  been  the  champions  for  Prerogative 
againft  the  Rights  of  the  People,  became  again  - 
champions  for  the  People  againft  the  known  Rights 
of  the  Crown.  A fhorthiftory  of  this  Bill,  will  be 
the  beft  defence  of  the  meafures  of  Government 
which  followed  upon  it. 

By  two  ftatutes  paffed  in  the  Parliament  of  Ire- 
land, one  in  the  tenth  of  Henry  the  Seventh,  the 
Other  in  the  third  and  fourth  of  Philip  and  Mary, 
no  Parliament  can  be  legally  called  until  one  or  more 
Bill  or  Bills  have  been  originated  in  the  Council. 

These  ftatutes  have  been  kept  in  full  force,  by 
conftant  ufage  ever  fince  their  being  paffed  into  a law, 
and  accordingly  upon  the  calling  a new  Parlia- 
ment at  the  late  general  eledtion,  in  confequence  of 
the  Bill  to  limit  its  duration,  a Money  Bill  took  its 
rife  in  Council,  as  the  caufe  or  reafon  of  fuch  call, 
prefcribed  by  the  faid  ftatutes,  and  eftablifhed  by 
uninterrupted  cuftom. 

This  Bill  intitled,  an  Adi  for  granting  to  his  Ma- 
Jefty,feveralDuties, Rates,  Impofitions  andTaxes  there- 
in particularly  expreffed,  was  duly  certified  from  hence, 
to  his  Majefty,  and  was  fent  back,  in  due  form,  under 
the  Great  Seal;  yet  on  the  21ft  of  November  it  was 
rejedled  by  the  Houfe,  be  caufe,  it  had  not  taken 
its  rife  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  This  rejedtion  was 
confidered  on  account  of  the  reafon  given  for 
it  in  the  journals  of  the  Houfe,  as  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  Rights  of  the  Crown,  and  of  the  law 
of  the  land  upon  which  they  were  founded,  and  it 
became  neceffary  that  both  fhould  be  fupported.  Lord 
Townjhend,  therefore,  as  his  oath  and  the  duty  of  his 
office  required,  protefted  againft  the  rejedtion  of  the 
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Bill  for  die  caufe  afligned,  and  transmitted  an  impartial 
reprefentation  of  the  affair  to  his  Majefty,  that  fuch 
fteps  might  be  taken  as  fhould  be  thought  proper 
on  the  occafion. 

His  Excellency  in  due  courfe,  received  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  commands  to  difmifs  fome  of  his  Servants 
from  their  employments,  and  many  of  his  Council 
from  the  Board,  who  had  unaccountably  fet  them- 
felves  again  ft  his  juft  rights,  and  the  law.  of 
the  land,  and  his  Excellency,  with  whatever 
reluCtance  as  a man,  did  his  duty  as  a magiftrate, 
and  the  Royal  mandate  was  obeyed.  Nor  is  there 
the  leaft  reafon  to  charge  Government,  with  ex- 
erting an  undue  influence,  or  a vindictive  fpirit. 
Many  of  the  fame  perfons  who  had  rejected  the 
Money  Bill,  had  alfo  oppofed  the  Augmentation, 
when  it  was  firft  propofed,  by  which  means  the 
meafure  at  that  time  mifcarried,  but  as  the  expedi- 
ency of  that  Bill  was  matter  of  opinion,  the  oppo- 
fing  it  was  confidered  as  their  natural  right,  and  no 
exception  was  taken.  In  the  cafe  of  the  Money  Bill 
the  refentment  was  not  for  a difference  of  opinion  in 
a fpeculative  point,  but  for  an  oppofition  to  a Royal 
Right,  eftablifhed  upon  immemorial  cuftom,  and  a 
pofitive  law  of  the  land.  A breach  of  law  is  the 
foundation  of  all  punifhment,  and  in  this  cafe  a law 
was  manifeftly  broken. 

Another  Meafure  was  alfo  taken  by  his  Excel- 
lency officially ; the  fupplies  being  granted,  the  Aug- 
mentation Bill  pafled,  and  other  material  bufinefs  of 
the  Seffions  finifhed,  he  prorogued  the  Parliament. 
This  he  was  inftruCted  to  do  as  abfolutely  neceflary 
at  fuch  a juncture,  for  the  perfons  difmified  had  a 
Parliamentary  influence  fo  powerful,  and  connections 
fo  extenfive,  that  if  the  Parliament  had  continued 
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to  fit,  Government  would  have  been  oppofed  in  all 
its  meafures  indiferiminately  from  private  refent- 
ment,  and  the  oppofition  might  have  been  pufhed 
to  an  excefs  that  could  not  but  have  been  attended 
with  very  difagreeable  confequences. 

Such  is  the  Hiftory  of  the  Mopey  Bill,  and  in 
what  particular  of  the  whole  tranfadfion  can  it  juflly 
be  laid  that  Lord  I'ownfJjend  has  been  reprehenfible  ? 
The  queftion  whether  Poining' s law  be  good  or  bad, 
defenfible  or  indefenfible  is  nothing  to  him  ; the 
only  queftion  that  can  affedl  him  is  whether  it  is  in 
force,  and  if  the  contrary  can  be  proved,  and  not 
otherwife,  his  enemies  will  have  Lome  colour  for 
their  cenfure.  If  Poyning' s law,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  ought  to  be  no  longer  in  force, 
they  fhould  have  moved  for  a repeal,  and  not  have 
affuraed  a right  of  fufpending  or  refeinding  a ftatute 
which  has  received  the  folemn  fanction  of  the  other 
two  parts  of  the  Legiflature,  by  their  fingle  vote. 
To  fay  that  Lord  Poru;nJhend  fhould  rather  have  re- 
figned  his  employment,  than  carried  meafures  fo 
unpopular  into  execution,  as  the  difmiffion  of  the 
King’s  fervants  and  the  prorogation  of  Parliament,  is 
to  make  right  and  wrong  depend  upon  popular 
opinion.  If  the  rejection  of  the  Bill  was  wrong, 
all  that  followed  on  the  part  of  Government  was 
right,  and  the  part  which  Lord  Pvwnjhend  took  in  it, 
notwithftanding  its  known,  though  unreafonable  un- 
popularity, is  only  a new  proof  of  the  ffieadinefs  of 
his  principles,  and  the  fortitude  of  his  mind.  Lord 
Pownjhend  had  no  alternative  but  to  abet  the  violation 
of  laws  and  rights  which  are  indubitably  part  of  the 
conftitution  of  this  kingdom,  or  to  obey  the  King’s 
orders  for  the  fupport  of  them,  the  part  he  took  is 
confiftent  with  his  honour,  his  principles,  his  office 
and  his  oath,  the  other  would  have  been  contrary 
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to  them  all.  It  is  unnecefiary  to  add,  that  if  he  had 
on  this  occafion  refufed  to  obey  the  Royal  Man- 
date, and  quitted  his  poll,  he  would  have  been  as 
liable  to  an  impeachment,  as  he  would  have  been  to 
the  fentence  of  a Court  Martial,  if  he  had  refufed 
to  obey  the  orders  of  General  PVolfe , when  he  was 
appointed  to  command,  I may  almoft  fay,;  tire  for- 
lorn hope  at  the  defperate  attack  of  Montmorenci. 

I am  now  come  to  the  lall  charge,  his  refufal  to 
comply  with  the  Weaver’s-  Memorial.  If  any  thing 
can  be  inferred  from  this  refufal,  to  the  difadvantage 
of  Lord  Towtt/bendy  it  mull  be  that  he  was  not  wil- 
ling to  relieve  the  diftreffes  of  induftrious  Manu- 
facturers, who  had  no  other  refource.  If  he  was 
willing  to  relieve,  and  refilled  to  comply  with  the 
Memorial,  it  will  follow,  that  he  thought  the  mode 
of  relief  which  it  preferibed,  fuch  as  he  could  not, 
or  ought  not  to  adopt,  and  fuppofing  that  in  this 
cafe,  he  llill  thinks  differently  from  others,  it  does 
not  therefore  follow  that  he  is  miftaken,  and  if  he  is 
miflaken,  it  does  not  follow  that  he  is  criminal. 

The  Manufacturers  who  were  for  want  of  em- 
ployment, from  a Combination  of  circumllances,  re- 
duced to  a very  diftreded  fituation,  alfembled  in 
great  numbers  before  his  Excellency’s  apartments, 
and  faid  that  they  bad  a Petition  to  deliver.  His 
Excellency  fent  them  word,  that  in  his  publick  ca- 
pacity he  could  receive  no  Petition  but  from  a cor- 
porate body  : Not  fatisfied  with  this  anfwer,  they 
exprelfed  great  difpleafure  and  refentment,  which 
how  ever  cxcufable  in  men  to  whom  poverty  denies 
the  comforts  of  life,  is  the  more  formidable  as  it  is 
the  more  dc-fperate,  and  it  was  thought  proper  to 
intimidate  them,  from  committing  any  excefs,  by 
(hewing  them  that  the  peace  of  the  city  had  a 
Efficient  guard. 
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The  caufe  of  the  Manufacturers  was  then  taken  up 
by  the  Weaver’s  company,  who  being  a corporation 
determined  to  petition  his  Excellency  in  their  behalf 
A committee  was  appointed  for  this  purpofe,  Lord 
Kildare  being  chairman,  and  the  following  petition 
was  drawn  up. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Lord  Vifcount  T^wnfkend 
Lord  Lieutenant  General  and  General  Governor 
of  Ireland. 

“ May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

“ WE  his  Majefty’s  moft  affectionate,  loyal,  and 
4‘  dutiful  fubjecds,  whofe  names  are  under-written, 
“ being  a committee  appointed  by  the  corporation  of 
“ vve'avers  of  the  city  of  Dublin , to  promote  a fcheme 
“ for  providing  for  the  relief  of  the  indnftrious  Ma- 
'’l  nufacdurers  of  this  city,  now  in  moft  diftreffed  cir- 
“ cumftances,  beg  leave  with  all  humility  to  approach 
“ your  Excellency,  on  behalf  and  in  the  name  of  the 
“ laid  corporation  and  the  indigent  artificers  of  the 
“ feveral  other  trades  within  the  faid  city,  to  befeech 
your  Excellency  to  extend  your  benevolence  to 
“ the  decaying  trade  and  manufactures  of  the  city  of 
“ Dublin , by  granting  your  influence  and  aid  to  the 
“ adoption  of  a general  aflociation  to  promote,  lor  a£ 
“ limited  time,  the  wearing  the  manufactures  of  this 
“ kingdom. 

“ We  further  beg  leave  to  befeech  your  Excelleh- 
“ cy,  with  all  humility,  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to 
“ authorize  his  Grace  the  Lord  Archbifhop  of  Dub - 
44  lin  to  recommend  it  to  the  feveral  clergy  of  the 
“ different  parifties,  within  the  Lid  city  and  the  Ir- 
4t  berties  thereof,  to  preach  -a  Charity  Sermon  in 
B 2 “ their 
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“ their  refpeCtive  churches  or  chapels,  as  foot)  as 
“ conveniently  may  be,  as  the  molt  fpeedy  and  ef- 
11  feCtual  means  ot  railing  a fund  to  promote  induf- 
“ try  and  alleviate  the  general  calamity,  attendant 
“ on  the  lo!s  ot  trade  ” 

With  this  memorial  or  petition  a deputation  from 
the  committee,  confilting  ol  the  Mailer  and  War- 
dens, Lord  Kildare  the  chairman,  with  another 
perfon  detatch’d  from  a committee  of  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Weavers,  waited  upon  his  Excellency  at  the 
cattle.  His  Excellency  did  not  think  proper  to  re- 
ceive the  memorial  in  form,  but  nothing  in  ejj'eft  was 
loft  by  that  : He  received  it  from  Lord  Kildare, 
and  gave  verbal  anfwers  to  every  part  of  it,  telling 
his  Lordfhip  that  he  fhould  have  a general  anfwer 
to  it  in  writing  the  next  day. 

The  next  day  the  following  anfwer  was  fern  ac- 
cordingly by  way  of  letter  to  his  Lordfhip. 

Copy  of  the  L.  L t’s  anfwer  to  the  memorial 

prefented  by  the  M.  of  K. 

“ My  Lord, 

“ The  reprelentation  which  you  have  laid  before 
“ me  of  the  diftrefs  of  the  manufacturers  of  the  city, 
“ gives  me  very  fincere  concern,  and  1 fhould  molt 
“ readily  concur  in  any  proper  method  that  could  be 
“ propofed  for  their  relief.  I and  my  family  have 
“ conltantly  made  ufe  of  the  manufactures  of  the 
“ kingdom,  nor  have  I omitted  any  opportunity  ol 
“ promoting  their  confumption  ; but  a general  alfo- 
“ ciation,  fuch  as  you  propofe,  is  a meafure  of  fo 
“ delicate  a nature,  and  might  be  productive  of  fuch 
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“ evil  confequences,  that  I think  it  is  by  no  means 
“ proper  for  me  to  give  my  fandtion  to  it.” 

“ And  with  regard  to  your  application  to  me, 
“ to  authorize  his  Grace  the  Archbifhop  of  Dublin , 
“ ro  recommend  it  to  the  feveral  clergy  of  the  diffe- 
“ rent  parifhes,  within  the  city  and  liberties  thereof, 
“ to  preach  a Charity  Sermon  in  their  refpedtive 
“ churches  and  chapels  as  foon  as  conveniently  may 
“ be,  as  the  mod  fpeedy  and  effedtual  means  of 
“ raifing  a fund  to  promote  induflrry,  and  alleviate 
“ the  general  calamity  attendant  on  the  lofs  of  trade. 
“ — I am  advifed  that  I have  not  any  power  to  autbo- 
“ rize  his  Grace  to  recommend  it  to  the  clergy  of  his 
“ diocele  to  preach  Charity  Sermons  for  fuch  a 
“ purpofe.” 

As  Lord  Townfkend  did  not  think  fit  to  receive  the 
memorial  in  form , he  could  with  propriety  anfwer  it, 
only  to  Lord  Kildare,  and  therefore,  his  Excellen- 
cy’s anfwer  was  inclofed  in  a letter  from  his  Ex- 
cellency’s Secretary,  in  which  it  was  exprefsly  laid 
to  have  been  lent  for  his  Lordfhip’s  private  ufe  or  fa- 
tisfadtion  only.  If  Lord  Kildare  confidered  this  as  an 
injundtion  to  keep  the  contents  fecret,  he  did  right  not 
tocommunicate  it  to  the  committee,  but  he  certain- 
ly miftook  its  intent;  the  meaning  was  no  more  than 
that  the  anfwer  was  not  given  to  thofe  from  whom  his 
Excellency  would  not  receive  the  memorial ; that  thev  were 
not  the  objedts  of  this  adt,  but  Lord  Kildare  only. 

Upon  the  purport  of  the  memorial  it  may  be  ob- 
ferved  that  as  far  as  the  affociaiion  could  be  effedted 
fafely,  or  perhaps  lawfully,  it  might  be  effedted  with- 
out any  exertion  of  authority  on  the  part  of  Go- 
vernment. If,  as  has  been  faid,  nothing  more  was 
intended,  than  that  fuch  per  forts  as  thought  fit,  fhould 
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fubfcribe  a protnife  to  pay  ready  money  for  a certain 
quantity  of  Irifh  goods  before  a certain  day , the  Cubic  rip- 
tion  might  have  been  opened  without  application  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  thofe  who  were  inclined  to 
allift  the  fuffering  manufacturers,  would  certainly 
have  done  it,  without  concerning  themlelves 
about  what  ftep  might  be  taken  at  the  ca/tle.  The 
example  however  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  was  not 
wanting,  he  did  every  thing  that  could  with  propri- 
ety be  done  to  employ  the  Manufacturers,  and  induce 
others  to  do  it  from  fafhion,  who  were  not  prompted 
by  humanity.  He  and  his  family  not  only  wore  the 
manufactures  of  the  country  in  common,  but  he  gave 
a publick  and  expenfive  Entertainment  to  which  the 
condition  of  admittance  was  the  having  a new  fancy 
Drefs,tf//  of  the  manufacture  of  Ireland.  The  procuring 
employment  lor  Manufacturers  was  alfo  a fubor- 
dinate  view  with  which  he  laboured  to  bring  about 
the  prefent  meeting  of  the  Parliament : He  took  the 
firft  opportunity  to  prefent  an  addrefs  to  the  Crown 
from  the  city  of  Dublin , for  that  purpofe,  and  he  re- 
commended it  with  fo  preffing  a zeal  that  it  produced 
the  defired  effeCt.  Can  any  man  then  doubt  whe- 
ther His  Excellency  was  heartily  difpofed  to  remove 
the  diftrefs  complained  of  in  the  memorial,  or  whe- 
ther the  concern  which  he  expreffed  in  his  letter  to 
Lord  Kildare  was  fincere  ? and  can  any  man  blame 
him  for  not  being  implicitly  directed  in  the  mode  of 
relief  by  a committee  of  the  Weaver’s  company  ? 

The  requefl  to  author  if e the  Archbifhop  of  Dub- 
lin to  recommend  Charity  Sermons,  is  nothing  lefs 
than  a requefl  to  His  Excellency  to  exert  a power 
that  he  does  not  poflefs.  If  there  is  any  authority  to 
recommend  Charity  Sermons  for  a particular  purpofe, 
it  is  in  the  Archbifhop,  and  to  him  the  application 
fhould  have  been  made  •,  if  any  other  Chief  Gover- 
nor 
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nor  has  with  a good  intention  committed  abfurdities, 
or  taken  meafures  which  found  policy  will  not  war- 
rant, it  does  not  follow  that  the  good  intentions  of 
Lord  Townfhend  fhould  not  be  better  directed. 

Thus  have  I endeavoured  firfl,  from  a faithful  ac- 
countof  fome  principal  tranfadfionsin  Lord  TownfhencTs 
life,  to  fhew  that  his  general  conduit  has  been  fuch, 
as  generous  and  noble  motives  only  could  produce: 
That  he  has  preferred  honour  to  eafe,  pleafure,  in- 
tereft  and  life  ; and  voluntarily  relinquifhed  every 
enjoyment  for  which  virtue  has  been  lacrificed,  for 
the  moft  painful  and  dangerous  of  all  publick  fervice, 
at  an  age  when  the  paffions  are  ftrong,and  the  relifh  of 
pleafure  high.  I have  alio  fhewn  that  in  the  high 
office  of  Chief  Governor  of  this  kingdom  he  has  ef- 
fected more  for  its  advantage  than  any  of  his  Prede- 
peffors  •,  in  fome  inftances  what  they  would  not,  and 
in  others  what  they  could  not  do:  And  that  with  re- 
fpedt  to  thofe  acts  of  Government,  which  an  interefl- 
ed  fadtion  have  made  the  fubjedt  of  defamation  and 
abufe,  he  has.  with  a lteady  integrity  executed  his 
duty  to  the  King,  and  meliorated  meafures,  which 
however  necefiary,  might  in  appearance  be  fevere, 
by  the  intervention  of  good  offices  in  behalf  of  the 
people  : Add  to  all,  that  he  is  eafy  of  accefs,  and  gra- 
dious  in  his  manner-,  in  his  difpofition  liberal,  focial 
and  friendly,  too  fond  of  convivial  chearfulnefs  to  be 
the  Have  of  (late,  too  nice  in  his  notions  of  honour 
to  be  the  tool  of  power,  and  too  juft  in  his  relifh  of 
life  to  be  the  dupe  of  intereft  : At  the  fame  time 
poffeffing  a vein  of  pleafantry  which  makes  his  {allies 
of  fancy  rather  tickle  than  fmart,  and  a talent  for 
fatire  peculiar  to  himfelf,  which  his  good  nature  has 
ranked  among  his  follies,  and  determined  him  to  in- 
dulge no  more. 
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In  the  dilpofal  of  employments  he  has  always  been 
di retied  by  public  views,  and  the  merit  of  the  par- 
ty ; and  other  tilings  being  equal,  has  always  given 
the  preference  to  natives  of  this  country  : He  has 
often  declared  that  he  would  never  proftitute  any  of 
the  emoluments  of  Ireland , to  the  carrying  a point 
in  another  country,  and  l happen  to  know  a lingular 
inftance  in  which  he  adhered  to  this  declaration, 
againft  the  double  motive  of  his  own  intereft  and  the 
felicitation  of  a friend.  It  is  well  known  that  His 
Excellency  has  the  lupport  of  his  hereditary  intereft 
in  Norfolk  much  at  heart  ; yet  a noble  Lord  who  is 
much  connected  with  His  Excellency,  told  me,  that 
having  recommended  two  perfons,  who  had  an  inte- 
reft in  that  country  which  might  be  of  elTential  fer- 
vice  at  the  laft  general  Election,  one  to  an  ecclefiafti- 
cal,  and  the  other  to  a civil  appointment,  he  received 
no  anfwer  to  his  letters,  Lord  Townjhend  chuling  ra- 
ther to  be  filent  than  give  a refufal,  with  reafons  that 
could  not  but  imply  a cenfure  on  the  application.  In 
a word  there  is  fcarce  a fingle  employment,  in  the 
church,  the  army,  the  law  or  the  revenue,  in  his 
Excellency’s  gift  that  he  has  not  beftowed  upon 
Irifhmen,  a merit  which  fcarce  any  of  his  Predecel- 
lors  can  claim. 

Let  me  then  earneftly  exhort  every  man,  that  as 
his  own  higheft  and  moft  permanent  intereft  is  in- 
volved in  the  intereft  of  his  country,  he  would  in  his 
particular  fiation  and  department  concur  with  every 
meafure  of  Government,  which  upon  a fair  and  dif- 
pallionate  enquiry  fhall  appear  to  be  for  the  benefit 
or  defence  of  the  nation  : He  that  fets  his  face  againft 
Government,  muft  expedt  that  Government  will  fet 
its  face  againft  him,  and  hoftilities  of  this  kind  can 
neither  be  for  private  nor  publiek  advantage.  If  pur 
Manufacturers  fufifer  by  the  prorogation  which  dif- 

miffed 


[ 25  1 

miffed  from  the  capital  fo  many  opulent  perfons  and 
their  families,  at  a time  when  they  ufually  refided 
there,  who  are  they  to  blame  as  the  caufe  of  their 
fufferings?  Certainly  thofe  who  by  their  violent  and 
illegal  proceedings  compelled  Government  into  that 
meafure.  To  impute  this  evil  to  the  prorogation, 
as  a meafure  of  Government  that  fhould  not  have 
been  taken,  becaufe  fuch  an  inconvenience  would 
follow,  is  juft  as  abfurd  as  to  impute  the  grief  and 
anguifh  of  a widow  and  orphans,  and  the  lofs  of  the 
title  and  eflate  of  a noble  family  by  forfeiture,  to  the 
judge  and  jury  who  confign  a traitor  to  the  block. 
The  Manufacturers  friend  is  not  the  factious  orator 
in  Weavers-hall,  who  is  labouring  to  foment  a fpirit 
of  turbulent  difeontent,  which  muft  compel  Govern- 
ment to  tighten  its  reins,  but  the  calm  and  difpaf- 
fionate  citizen  who  concurs  by  his  precept  and  his 
example^  to  produce  fuch  an  acquiefcence  in  pub- 
lick  meafures,  fuch  an  obedience  to  the  laws,  as  may 
render  Government  lenient  without  danger,  and  libe- 
ral without  difhonour.  Not  the  pretended  patriots 
who  made  it  neceffary  to  prorogue  our  Parliament, 
but  the  Chief  Governor  who  has  been  indefatigable 
in  procuring  it  to  meet. 

In  perfons  of  rank,  influence  and  property,  an 
oppofition  through  prejudice,  pique,  and  interefted 
views,  is  more  biameable,  and  more  injudicious  than 
in  others  ; they  have  a fuperior  flake  at  hazard,  their 
fhare  in  the  common  flock  is  greater  ; their  country 
is  the  repofitory  of  their  property,  and  the  feat  of 
their  connexions  ; their  wealth,  their  pleafure,  their 
honour  is  local,  and  will  be  tranfmitted  to  their  pofle- 
rity  with  a paternal  inheritance,  that  will  be  of  more 
or  lefs  value,  in  proportion  as  Government  is  affifled 
or  impeded  in  the  meafures  it  may  adopt  for  its  im- 
provement or  defence.  Manual  labour  is  perfbnal 
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• ad  tranfitory,  inheritable  property  is  real  and  per- 
nanent.  Let  no  man  therefore  who  would  be 
thought  a good  man,  a good  citizen,  a good  hufband, 
or  a good  father,  when  a publick  meafure  is  to  be 
coniidered,  afk  by  what  party  it  is  propofed,  but 
what  advantage  it  will  produce,  and  be  allured  that 
as  that  is  the  worft  Government  which  gives  juft 
caufe  for  oppofition,  they  are  the  worft  people  who, 
without  caufe,  oppofe  Government.  They  entail 
the  greateft  evils  that  could  refult  from  a bad  Admi- 
niftration  upon  a good  one,  and  are  at  once  enemies 
to  honefty  and  common  fenfe,  their  country  and 
themfelves. 
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